
Parental information evening handout  

Dover Crossing 

• Your son is unlikely to be turned away, however if this happens we will have to ask you to come 
and collect him as quickly as possible. 

• You may be asked to take a teacher back with you, as we can’t leave a staff member in Dover 
with the expectation to make their own way home or to go through France and Belgium by 
themselves to try and catch up with us.  

• Possible reasons for being turned away could be: 

• Having a passport from a country that doesn’t have travel agreements with EU (as far as 
I can tell this doesn’t apply to anyone here)  

• Having a passport that expires before May 7th. If your son’s passport does expire before 
May 7th, if you act very fast you may still be able to apply for an expedited passport as 
this can be applied for an received within a week 

• Losing or forgetting their passport  

• Bringing a prohibited item across the border (weapons, gunpowder, non prescription 
drugs)  

Pickup and drop-off times  

• Due to Brexit related knock on effects, the crossings take much longer than they used to, and 
that has squeezed the itinerary quite a lot as we can do less on each day.  

• This means we are back later than we were initially quoted. 

• We will meet at SHSB at 5am on the Friday to check in at Dover at 7.45 for our crossing at 9.45. 

• On the Saturday, our crossing is at 5.45pm so we should be back at SHSB at around 8pm. 

• We will get the boys to let you know where we are as we get closer to the school so you have a 
more accurate ETA   

Spending money  

• We recommend about 75 Euros as spending money  

• They should set aside 15 Euros of this for dinner on the return leg of the journey 

• Breakfast is provided on Saturday, as is a packed lunch. Dinner however is not provided, so 
they will need to buy something on the Ferry, or at the service station at the terminal 

• Optional places where pupils may like to buy things are: 

• the family run Belgian chocolate shop we will be visiting on Friday 

• We will be having some free time in the town square of Ypres before the Menin gate on 
Friday  

• There are gift shops at the museums we will attend on Friday  

• Service stations that the coaches stop off at, however we have no pre scheduled stops 
it is ad hoc as needed 



What to pack 

• Lunch for the Coach on Friday  

• Medium to large Bag 

• Coat 

• Jumper 

• Wellies 

• Sturdy shoes for walking 

• Long trousers/jeans 
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Chocolate shop – nut allergies 

• Our guides have flagged our visit to the chocolate shop as a potential concern. If your son 
carries an Epipen or struggles with being in proximity to nuts, we will not take him into the 
chocolate shop – unless instructed to do so by you.  

If you’d like to keep track of us: 

• Locate my trip - live updates on your group’s tour location with NST’s trip tracker 
• Locate My Trip is the easy, convenient way for your school to follow your group’s location whilst 

on tour, and has been specifically designed to provide reassurance to both parents and 
teachers. 

• Watch our short Locate My Trip video here – https://www.nstgroup.co.uk/locate-my-trip-app 
• School phone numbers are:  

o 07981770404  
o 07545211623 

 

Friday 6
th

  
• ‘In Flanders Fields’ Exhibition  
• Bayernwald - Croonaert Wood 
• 4.30 pm Sanctuary wood - Hill 62 

Museum  
• 5.30 pm Chocolate shop visit  
• 6.00pm Dinner in Ypres 
• 7.00pm Menin gate ceremony  
• 7.20 + Free time in Ypres town square 
• 8.30 board the coach to go to the Hotel 

Saturday 7th  
• 7.30am breakfast  
• 9.15am Langemark cemetery  
• 10.30 Tyne Cot cemetery  
• 12.00pm Hooge Crater museum and 

trenches  
• 1.30pm on coaches to leave Ypres 
• 3.15pm check in at Dover  
• 5.15pm cross back to Britain 
• Arrive back at SHSB around 8pm 

• T shirts/shirts 

• A book/entertainment for the 
coach 

• Underwear for two days 

• Towel (not provided by the 
hotel) 

• Snacks (no nuts! We have 
several nut allergies that 
require epipens) 

• Phone charger cable and plug 

• Any medication your son 
requires 

 

https://www.nstgroup.co.uk/locate-my-trip-app

