
Year 8 
Parents Information Evening 

Wednesday 12th November 

6pm 



Outline for the evening

1. The wider school community – Mr 
Brackett

2. Introduction to the Year 9 Options 
process - Mr Brandon

3. Update on assessment and reporting –
Mr Brandon



2030 Vision 

With courage and 

determination, nothing 

is impossible.





SOUTHEND HIGH SCHOOL FOR BOYS EXTRA CURRICULAR TIMETABLE: 

AUTUMN TERM 2025

Need new picture



Assessment and Reporting

• Written annual report

• Assessment data is ‘live’ 

• You will see the range of assessments that 
had contributed to the overall grade



DEVELOPING
Moving forward in 
learning, but not yet at 
the standard we would 
expect in this subject

ASSURED
Demonstrating confident 
learning, in line with our 
school expected 
standards

THRIVING
Comfortably 
performing above our 
school expected 
standard

MASTERING
Engaged in learning 
far above the school 
expected standards

~0-10th percentile ~10th -70th percentile ~70th-90th percentile ~90th-100th percentile

Each assessment in Years 7 to 9 contributes 
to an overall judgement of progress in each 
subject, which we summarize as being 
either Developing, Assured, Thriving or 
Mastering:





Please note the following…

1. Courses will only run if there are 
sufficient numbers.

2. In some cases, capacity in certain 
subjects is limited. 

3. You are strongly advised to choose at 
least one of the following: Art, Drama, 
Music, DT or PE. However, we advise 
that students do no more than three.



Compulsory and Option subjects

Compulsory Subjects 
English, Maths, Science, One Modern Foreign Language 
(MFL), Religious Studies (RS), Physical Education (PE)*, 
PHSE*
* Non GCSE courses 

Optional Subjects
Geography, History, MFL, Art, Drama, GCSE PE, Music, 
Design & Technology, Business Studies & Economics, 
Computer Science, Food Science and Citizenship 



Core
GCSE

Subjects
Optional 
Subjects

(7)

Core
Non-GCSE
Subjects• English (6)

• Mathematics (6)
• Science (6)
• Language Fr/De/Sp (3)
• Religious Studies (3)

• Geography
• History
• Art
• Drama

• Music
• PE
• Computing
• Citizenship

• PE Games (4)
• PSHE (1)

• 2nd Language Fr/De/Sp
• 3rd Language Fr/De/Sp
• Design & Technology
• Business and Economics
• Food Technology

Year 9 Curriculum 2026/27



Core
GCSE

Subjects

Optional 
3

Core
Non-GCSE
Subjects• English (7)

• Mathematics (7)
• Science – Double (10) or 

Triple (14)
• Language Fr/De/Sp (4)
• Religious Studies (5)

• PE Games (3)
• PSHE (2)

• Students maintain 3 subjects to 
study through to GCSE

• However, they need to drop a 
further subject to take triple 
science

What will happen at the end of Year 9?
Students drop 4 or 5 subjects

Year 10 Curriculum 2027/28



So, what happens and when?

1. January 2026 – Letter issued to parents including the 
options booklet, options form and access to the Year 8 
Options Platform.

2. January 2026 - Taster lessons for Drama timetabled. 

3. 26th January 2026 – Year 8 Virtual Parent’s Evening.

4. 11th February 2026 – Option form submission deadline. 



How can you apply 
the 2030 vision at 

SHSB?
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