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THE NEXT TWELVE MONTHS

• April – July 2016
• Reflect on choices; research universities & courses; make firm 

decisions.

• July – September 2016
• Make visits to universities; complete a draft personal 

statement

• September – November 2016
• Complete and submit a UCAS application

• November 2016– April 2017
• Interviews and responses from universities

• December 2016
• Information evening on grants & finance



UCAS

•University &
•Colleges
•Admissions
•Service

www.ucas.com



CAN YOU GUESS THE 
FOLLOWING…?

UCAS 2014

Dentistry Law Medicine
Veterinary Sciences

Course Applications Acceptances

9,029 1,020

82,489 7,805

98,545 18,026

11,704 1,195



AND THE ANSWERS...

Course Applications Acceptances

Veterinary

Sciences

9,029 1,020

Medicine 82,489 7,805

Law 98,545 18,026

Dentistry 11,704 1,195



WHEN CHOOSING A COURSE

•…they should gauge their proven 
ability…
• GCSE grades
• Current AS performance

•…against their potential.
• Predicted grades
• Is their ‘learning ceiling’ high enough?



WHEN CHOOSING A 
COURSE

•…evaluate their ambitions
(or decide what they are!)

•…research courses
- look beyond the familiar subject titles

•…make use of school careers, the 
Connexions service & other guidance.

- be realistic!
Don’t aim for pie in the sky



PREDICTED GRADES

• The students make their own predicted 
grades.... They need to make this year 
count!!

• Generated in the first week of Year 13
• Using AS performance.
• Predicted grades are the same as AS

Level grades



UNIVERSITY OPEN DAYS

•We allow each student up to three
pre-application visits in school time.
•Advance permission must be sought 
from their Head of Year via an 
open day/interview request form, 
available in the Sixth Form office.



WWW.OPENDAYS.COM





PRE-UCAS FORM

• GCSE grades

• AS/A Level target & predicted grades

• Five university courses

• Comments on stated intentions from subject staff, tutor and 
careers staff

• Parental signature





PRE-UCAS FORM

• Once choices are made, the Pre-UCAS form is discussed 
with teachers, Mr Peek and form tutor to ensure that the 
proposed applications are appropriate.

• Must be completed and handed to Sixth Form Admin 
office by October half term at the latest (21st October 
2016)

• Applications are then made via the UCAS online ‘Apply’ 
website



UCAS ‘APPLY’

• UCAS ‘Apply’ enables students to compile their 
applications online. The school then tracks the 
application process and adds the school reference.

• Once each application is completed, the school 
forwards it directly to UCAS at the click of a 
mouse.



UCAS APPLICATION

• Investigate courses carefully
•Register with UCAS online
•Prepare the personal statement
•Meanwhile the school reference 

material is compiled
•Complete the online application



THE PERSONAL 
STATEMENT

• The opportunity they have to sell themselves to their 
prospective university

• A statement of their suitability for and interest in the course

• What can they do now to prepare?
• Engage in wider reading (including watching online 

lectures, listening to podcasts, taking short online courses 
- MOOCs)

• Relevant visits e.g. museums/exhibitions
• Work experience (necessary for vocational courses)
• Go beyond their current learning – is there something 

they’re interested in that they’d like to find out more 
about? Then they should do it!



THE REFERENCE
• The opportunity the school has to sell the student to their 

prospective university – but we can’t lie!

• All subject tutors contribute to the reference (including AS 
tutors) and their form tutor or Miss Kelleway compiles it into 
a finished piece.

• What do we comment on?
• Academic suitability
• The interest they have shown in their chosen subject
• The range of study skills they have shown us
• Personal qualities that make them suitable for 

university study and wider life



UCAS APPLICATION

•Choose five universities
•Make sure one or two choices have 
significantly lower grade requirements 
than others.
•Once all offers are in from universities, 
UCAS asks you to narrow the choice 
down to two.



UCAS APPLICATION

These should comprise
•One FIRM choice

• the one the student really wants;

•One INSURANCE choice
• a lower offer, just in case the grades don’t 

work out.



INFORMATION ABOUT OFFERS

•Many leading universities use A Level 
grades when making their offers. Others 
use UCAS points.
•The UCAS website records every 

available university course in the UK.



THE UCAS TARIFF

• A Level

• A* = 56 pts

• A = 48 pts

• B = 40 pts

• C = 32 pts

• D = 24pts

• E = 16 pts

• AS Level

• A = 29 pts

• B = 16 pts

• C = 12 pts

• D = 10 pts

• E = 6 pts

• EPQ

• A* = 28 pts

• A = 24 pts

• B = 20 pts

• C = 16 pts

• D = 12 pts

• E = 8 pts



ONLINE AT UCAS: EVERY VERSION OF 
EVERY COURSE AT EVERY UNIVERSITY!



THEY NEED TO GET ON WITH IT!

•We process more than 175 applications 
each year.
•Once the student’s job is done we’ll 
need 2-3 weeks to complete our bit.
•FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED!
• School Deadline:

30
th

November



OXFORD & CAMBRIDGE
(‘OXBRIDGE’)

•Not for everybody. Needs careful 
reflection and investigation.
•Top-notch GCSEs? Estimated grades 
AAAA at AS / A*AA at A2?

Then maybe.

•Regular support tutorials
•Mock interviews



WHAT MAKES A GOOD 
CANDIDATE?

• Proven academic ability: 

• Genuine interest in their subject and thirst for knowledge

• ‘Teachability’ – are they prepared to see things differently?

Student GCSE profile AS profile

1 (Oxf) A*x8, Ax4, Bx1 Ax5

2 (Oxf) A*x12, Ax1 Ax5

3 (Cam) A*x10, Ax4 Ax5

4 (Cam) A*x10, Ax1 Ax5

5 (Cam) A*x12, Ax1 Ax4, Bx1

6 (Cam) A*x5, Ax8 Ax5



OFFERS AND REJECTIONS

•Pass grades: A*(A Level only) ABCDE
•Fail grade: U (= ‘unclassified’)

•Offers may be conditional (something 
the student has to do to be accepted) 
or unconditional



OFFERS AND REJECTIONS

Conditional offer

•Either minimum grades (e.g. AAB, 
BCC)
•Or minimum UCAS points score (e.g. 

140 UCAS points)
Unconditional offer

• Very rare but they do happen! The student has to make 
their application as attractive as possible...



MORE…

•The GAP year
• Interviews

Student conferences
Formal interviews
Post-offer interviews

•The art of being thick-skinned



THE FINANCIAL BURDEN

The Student Loan covers both

tuition fees
and

living costs
(More on this next December)



DON’T FORGET TO USE 
FRONTER...



THEIR FUTURE IS AT STAKE

A good UCAS application is the most 
important piece of homework any 
student will do in 2016.

Your encouragement is vital –

thank you!


